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I llletaline Falls Bridge $ervice in tlontana
I ly JOltN,t,  Lnl lON

' 
A bridge that was movetl nll

the way from lHetnllne Falls.
Wash., io Fleron, IHont., wlll be
clcdlcated at 11 a. m. SundaY'
mnrklng comPletion ol an un-
usual modern'daY enginoering
fcitt.

John Brauer, couotY surveYor tor
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The old Metaliue nr}ls bridge,
; gon€ ,but 'not forgotten, and stlll

adornlrlg the front page$ of gpokaue
n€wsll*pem, appeared on .tbe flrst

' pag€ of last, Thursdey's Spokane
Chronicle, sho'wn ,troth in ibs old eet-
ting her.e and its lew setting at Her-
on, Montana.

It was dedicated, or rather rededi-
sated, fordse therc rsunday, a.fter hav-
ing served on tle old si'te hene for 32
y€zlr:, and not only,tha,t, Emil Reu,th-
er insists that before being brought.
h'ere the shtcture was in ruee on the
Wit}a'mette river in Oregon. Howev-
er, be tbat as it rnay.

The bridge was first rbuilt as a toll
bridge by the Metaline Falts Bridige
conlpany, orgauized. 'by J. H. Sex-
smitb. in 1919. The company was l
capitallzed at $100,00f) and construc- ;
tion was started in 1920, nduh the 

'

state taking irt over January 1, 19110,
and making it & ".free" bridge ,a:ft.er
purchaeing it i'or $90,?86. trts cost in
a report'to ,the leg:idtature was $95,000,
of which about $16,000 was for engi-
neeritrei an<l pronroticn.

At fhe time Frank S-. Guilbert.
presill'ent of tne Eastern TV'asluingon
Good Roads association, insisted the
price paid was at least $30,000 too
much and that a bad precedent was
being set, for ,the purchases of toll
bridges in the sta,te. However, as a
conrFrison of prices then and now,
we note that the chronicle stcyry sa)'s
the cost of the bridge on lhe new site
u'as $32?.000, which it is sajrl was "far
Iess ' than had t ire ] Ietat ine Fai ls ,
brid9e not been arallable." i

I{enr-v f{ttgnlan. (:ol}tr'actol'. sok] the '
l i r idge fo asattt lers couut! ' .  ] lontenl,
which wrs aided in the cost of trrov-
ing and erectiolr lr-v $lre \lashingron
ll' iFq fower company. Hagnran re- :
ceiVetl the bridge as part of the coo-
tract prir .e l 'or t l re new one he erecreri
Itere. ilo.rl. AT, i€ f z- I- '

[t[rfifiTr0il PfilililTtilff lltrfirt|rn
Aryatting compfetion by pourtng {tf

' the deck, ls the aew Metallne Falls
, brldge, wh,lch has been undsr eon-

structbn .by Contractor Henry Hag-
, rnrtr of Cbstrnerre. ETectlon of the
, steel was cornBleted a coup{e of reefts
ago, ond the euspenslon San ls swlng-
ing free ready lor the s*rime to be
taken mt. There is etill a ltttle
rivetlng to &e done and the €ontractor
has a small crew at work at present
taking out the steel sheeHng and
ringp of the cofrer dam on the east
side.

Ailthough he was belet rby,many un-
forseen difiicultiee, handlcapped in
securlng shilled. labor ryhen needed
and otber obstacles" Mr. Haguan
speaks higbly of the eagineerlng on
the Job, syiris that everything worked
out audi flt trr g "1"'. Mr. Carnine,
resident englneer ln charge, when
asked about tb6 m&tter very modest,ly
decline<l to comment, fuferrlng, "Otl,
thal's nothing." Mr. Hagman, trith
his years ol erperience, evidetrtly
thinks it's somethircg.

Old Bridgc to,Montana
The old ,bridge, whea the new one

is completeCl and put to use, will be
removed and taken to llontana, where
it will become a par.t of the Cabinet
Ootgo projcct of Washington lVater
Power com'pany. It will be used to
brldge a llotxled aret up$trea,m. Piers
at the new slte in Montana ar€ sald to
be already constructed.

Possession of a,nd removal of the
oldt bridse was included in Mr. Hag-
marr-'s eontraet bid, and it ls reported
that 1Ir. Hagruan has sold it to'W-IVP
et the prcen.t site, but it is not linown
whether he wi}l remoyo it as reuroral
will probably be put up for bids.

FOUrtng the deck of rne new brldge
is a matter which hintes entirely on
ihe weather, 1,1r. Carniue eays, but if
present wlnter eonditions contin,ue. it
nray be sotne t ims ] 'er.

r, JANUARY T7, L952
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Metaline FaIIS Bridge hifl1.L:rdno.rysed rime rock
Cornnllr4 hs r.rlrh tr^flr---.,-' 
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imfssivt ffiicatioo was beld rn t'-9$
' ' Orcille Rirrcr any time ofdrc yot, pqescated *"iffii|liili*" 

for rcn y,Gars and tht€d*,ii'a{d cqsbrour pnogfc"rs 
tp,g* "rJf e*uq by'tfic counry aftcr the ror'.tuff ':ft ffi #ffiHf:* $Xj1 Sr- Ne'--..@ a'r . *, csr*dian Bsrd,' 'l,,,ifrFrffi-ilfrffffi;ffi;.ry:H ffi H'tr,*;-'l'{iilr*btit$'::or candc* r'to cross'tt* 
:X:: ffi. $ogoq- Vffi,for lrrgw tcarirs ar:, , :.;glridS gum -or,rralk 

acnoss tl
wintsr. 

E rc.e rn wagons UaA* witr, lumber. 
-

' i From leti to rers, rhe sman rvretarg;.ryf ffiffiHff'#T'**.-i la'ureErna 
LHf,mA* 

d ftttv peoplc 
fur &+.wav.bridss. o"r,.t" r-,1*

n,' , t atcit*o old timcrs, Jirn Nelson 
11l*l 

the otd b{idge woul
Bailey built ard opcratcd a fcrry for a time 

--'#ilJti?To.o 
- ;-.-; r''"d"4; sold it io tp c"*ty. 

"t:ff ;ffiffi'I*tt.rsef* t"Horcillc county operated the t"T.*tl: ffi. ril" ;* bridgc was five hundrediscussion was being held abour rne trreaty @ long with a tw€nty-six f'<xrpossibility of building a bridge' 1 
---t-:-- roodway ad a four-foot si&ualk Tr€ decl

. ..lll1q the winter or le20' a francT: ;-* ;rffi;;t'rilr rlc low warcr marh.nq.gnnted far the consrrrrction of 
:"?tl *;;'-ri"s"-;=;i casmere was th.biidgi"Plr' J,H- scxsmitlr, Presidcnt 
:f P HHoo, arrd built d"*ff6g fb, ,,;...' lvle.ta.lire Falls Bridge Co. interested the 

";;;;.*.il-iliag*c"|f5*unre and ponralro-ii ::11u15'10'- Jhc old bridge was takc'' il;;j;: D;"t -r,,ru"h 
"r *"iv*', $:ffi*Tjffi Jtr;*ffi ;, r$::::$S,00O 'donations were raised from tlre ::.X-

p*rtlir, $t2,000 from rhe counry and ;ttJ tni:lt*sfork River'

iia,o0c &om the Forest sen'ice. ;il: -I* Hication inch.rded ? mile lon.

f::'* -,'*i;J'h* ii,' ror the p'opo;l ffil*,qffi**''"fr,31il* fi:-"ff1-r'-iF-!'' 
Oreille Mines and Metats Company, Lehigt.''H,*t,T" $i- Sff ";JHffi'?; rffi ffin:il:ffi tr#trilfffifwrter' 
five members of the z Canyon Ridcr
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Ftrst ilv{eralfrw FaIIs Bridge - IgZ$
The first Meialine' Fails Bricige was

completed and dedicxed Novem[er I l,
1920. Jt nqas a beautiful six hundred-foot
bridge constructed of 'firrc 

cantilever steel
rcsting on four concrete piers" The cntrance
to the bridge was a mile of new pcrmanent

Saddle Club. A color guard was rnade up r)
members of the American and Canadiar
Lcgions. The frlil B.C. bagpipcrs added tr-
the ceremon$'lT-! 

-

J. A. Shaw'Tlresident of the Metalines
Chamber of '-Connnerce 

was rnflsfsr o t
ceremony. The"main speaker rvas Wm. r\
Bugge, State Director of Highwa-vs in th*
abrence of{iovernor l,anglie"
The bridge is a beautiful entrance to thc

town of Metaline Falls and the sprculatc
scenery of the area.

Credits;
The Metaline Falls News l g52 :
Historic Site Guides of Pend Oreille Counn,
Museum Resource Files
Phota- Pend Oreillc Counfy Historicol
Society.
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